
Our history 

How it all began 

When the young Protestant pastor Theodor Fliedner came to Kaiserswerth in 1822, he 

experienced the social problems and hardships of his time at first hand. 

There were shortages in many places. There was neither sufficient care and nursing for the 

sick or elderly, nor educational support for children and young people. In these times of 

upheaval, people are finding fewer and fewer opportunities to live out their Christian 

faith. Theodor Fliedner and his first wife Friederike Fliedner open the motherhouse in 

Kaiserswerth in October 1836 - the world's first deaconess institution. Here, unmarried 

women learn a profession in nursing and education. At the same time, they lived together 

as deaconesses in the community of the motherhouse. The women develop a strong 

community of faith, life and service. 

The Fliedners find practical answers to concrete emergencies at an early stage. Over time, 

these beginnings developed into a modern and diverse social enterprise with various 

specialist schools (such as the nursing school) as well as other further education and 

training facilities, a youth and family welfare service and the Florence Nightingale 

Hospital, which was built in 1975. 

The Fliedners have been setting standards worldwide with their work since 1836. 

In 2011, to mark the 175th anniversary of the Kaiserswerther Diakonie, the Kaiserswerth 

Nursing Museum opened in the historic “Haus Tabea”, the former “nurses' hospital”. The 

permanent exhibition deals with the history of nursing and leads to a discussion about the 

nursing of the future. 

Today, Kaiserswerther Diakonie is one of the largest diaconal social and healthcare 

organizations in Germany and employs around 2,800 people. 

Would you like to find out more about the history of Kaiserswerther Diakonie? Please 

contact the Fliedner Cultural Foundation: Dr. Norbert Friedrich, Head of the Fliedner 

Cultural Foundation, Tel.: 0211 5667-3780, friedrich@fliedner-kulturstiftung.de 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


